
Make No Mistake 

Robin Walker 
www.englishglobalcom.com 

Assessing English language since 1938 

Teacher’s orror of learners’ herrors 
Teachers’ horor of learner’s herors 

Teechers horrer off learner error 
Teechers hora ov lerners 

aaahhhh!!!!! 
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 The Tuesday last ours teacher he 
will command, what to have 
abridgement, about of the what I 
did week last. In my espare time 
I’m like to have amusement and 
how on Sunday the weader was 
very good, with sister and me I’m 
get up early we did went from 
travel mountains to playing 
skiing. In the pass, there had 
very snow and people.  

Make No Mistake! 
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Make No Mistake! 

   1)  CAUSE – the origin of learners’ errors 

   2)  CLASS – the type of errors learners make 

   3)  CLASSROOM – strategies and techniques 
           for dealing with errors 
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Make No Mistake! 

a)  Carelessness 

b)  Mother-tongue 
interference 

c)  Teaching materials 
or method 

d)  Overgeneralization 

e)  General Order of 
Difficulty 

f)  Risk-taking / Creativity  

1) What causes students to make mistakes? 
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Make No Mistake! 

c) Teaching materials 
 
 
 

 
d) Overgeneralization 

Sightsee / Easter / Hilton 
I’m going sightsee in Easter. We’re 
staying at Hilton hotel. 
 
I’ve been here since four days 
 
He must goes home now. 
Less developped countries… 

1) What causes students to make mistakes? 
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Make No Mistake! 

1) What causes students to make mistakes? 

1.   She must goes soon. 
2.   John is ill since four days. 
3.   She told she was on holiday. 
4.   Festival, we’ll have hake with crap sauce. 
5.   He changed her shirt before going out. 
6.   Not take this bus we late for school. 
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Make No Mistake! 

1) What causes students to make mistakes? 

1. She must goes go soon. 
2. John is has been ill since for four days. 
3. She told said she was on holiday. 
   She told us she was on holiday. 
4. Festival, we’ll have hake with crap sauce. 
   First of all, we’ll have hake with crab sauce. 
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Make No Mistake! 

1) What causes students to make mistakes? 

5. He changed her shirt before going out. 
•   He changed his shirt before going out. 
•   She changed her skirt before going out. 
•   He changed her skirt before going out. 
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Make No Mistake! 

1) What causes students to make mistakes? 

6. Not take this bus we late for school. 

•  Don’t take this bus. We’re late for school. 

•  If we don’t take this bus, we’ll be late for school. 

•  If we hadn’t taken this bus, we’d have been late 
for school. 
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Make No Mistake! 

   1)  CAUSE – the origin of learner errors 

   2)  CLASS – the type of errors made 

   3)  CLASSROOM – strategies and ideas 
           for dealing with errors 



Assessing English language since 1938 

Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 



Assessing English language since 1938 

Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 
Code Meaning Example 
pcn Punctuation You have used a comma instead of a full stop, or a semi-colon (;) 

instead of a comma. 

cdn Coordination You have not used correct coordination between parts of a 
sentence. You probably need a conjunction like ‘and’, ‘but’, ‘so’ or 
‘because’.  

sp Spelling The word is incorrectly spelt.  
Always use the spellchecker on your computer before handing in 
drafts or finished work. Bad spelling is bad business! 

voc Vocabulary You have used the wrong word, or the word you have used does 
not exist. 

pos Part of speech You have used an adjective instead of a noun, a noun instead of a 
verb, an adverb instead of an adjective, etc. 

w.o. Word order You have put the adjective after the noun it describes, or you have 
put the direct object in the wrong place, etc. 

conc Concord You have put a singular subject with a plural form of the verb; you 
have put an adjective in plural; you have confused ‘other’ and 
‘another’; you have confused ‘her’, ‘his’ and ‘its’, etc. 
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 
Code Meaning Example 

conc Concord You have put a singular subject with a plural form of the verb; you 
have put an adjective in plural; you have confused ‘other’ and 
‘another’; you have confused ‘her’, ‘his’ and ‘its’, etc. 

ppn Preposition You have used the wrong preposition 

T Verb tense You have used the wrong tense 

VF Verb form You have used the right tense, but not the correct form of the tense 

rel Relatives You have made a mistake with a relative pronoun, or the grammar 
of relative clauses 

rr Re-read The meaning was not immediately clear and I had to re-read the 
text in order to understand it. This section will need to be re-written 
in order to improve the clarity of the text. 

? Unintelligible I have re-read this part of your text and even so I still do not 
understand it. This will need to be very carefully re-written. You will 
probably need to come to a tutorial for help. 

facts Incorrect 
information 

There is a problem of factually incorrect information. Check your 
sources and re-write the text with correct information. 
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

Local error 
We fly to all of the countrys in that area. 

 

 
countries  
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

Local error 
We fly to all of the countrys in that area. 

 

Global error 
The agency gave us the beast dead for our trip. 

 
countries  

 

     best deal 
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

 The Tuesday last ours 
teacher he will command, 
what to have abridgement, 
about of the what I did week 
last. In my espare time I’m 
like to have amusement and 
how on Sunday the weader 
was very good, with sister 
and me I’m get up early we 
did went from travel 
mountains to playing skiing. 
In the pass, there had very 
snow and people.  

 The Tuesday last ours 
teacher he will command, 
what to have abridgement, 
about of the what I did week 
last. In my espare time I’m 
like to have amusement and 
how on Sunday the weader 
was very good, with sister 
and me I’m get up early we 
did went from travel 
mountains to playing skiing. 
In the pass, there had very 
snow and people.  
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

 The Tuesday last ours 
teacher he will command, 
what to have abridgement, 
about of the what I did week 
last. In my espare time I’m 
like to have amusement and 
how on Sunday the weader 
was very good, with sister 
and me I’m get up early we 
did went from travel 
mountains to playing skiing. 
In the pass, there had very 
snow and people.  

 The Tuesday last ours 
teacher he will command, 
what to have abridgement, 
about of the what I did week 
last. In my espare time I’m 
like to have amusement and 
how on Sunday the weader 
was very good, with sister 
and me I’m get up early we 
did went from travel 
mountains to playing skiing. 
In the pass, there had very 
snow and people.  
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

Is the form acceptable? 
 

 
Yes (= no error) No 
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

Is the form acceptable? 
 

 
Yes (= no error) No 
 
 
   Marginal (T is not sure) 
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

Is the form acceptable? 
 

 
Yes (= no error) No 
 
 
   Marginal (T is not sure) 
         
          
        Does the error 
        block communication? 



Assessing English language since 1938 

Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

Does the error block 
        communication? 
 
 
            Yes 
 
 
     
 
            High 
            Priority 
            – talk to 
            learner 
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

Does the error block 
        communication ? 
 
 
      No      Yes 
 
 
     
 
            High 
            Priority 
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

Does the error block 
        communication ? 
 
 
      No      Yes 
 
 
    Is the error 'targeted'? 
 
            High 
            Priority 
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

Does the error block 
        communication ? 
 
 
      No      Yes 
 
 
    Is the error 'targeted'? 
 
            High 
            Priority 
  No      
 
Low priority - ignore   
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

Does the error block 
        communication ? 
 
 
      No      Yes 
 
 
    Is the error 'targeted'? 
 
            High 
            Priority 
  No     Yes 
 
Low priority - ignore  Medium priority – use code 
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 

Aquí está una comida 
muy buena. Espero que te 
gustara la. 

 Muchos besos 
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Make No Mistake! 

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? 
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Make No Mistake! 

   1)  CAUSE – the origin of learner errors 

   2)  CLASS – the type of errors made 

   3)  CLASSROOM – strategies and ideas 
           for dealing with errors 
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Make No Mistake! 

3) Classroom – strategies and ideas 

a.  Repeating the error. 
b.  Writing the correct version above. 
c.  Using error codes to indicate the type of error. 
d.  Reformulation 
e.  Using some sort of gesture to show where the error is. 
f.  Leaving a slip of paper with the error written on it. 
g.  Making a note of any errors and treating them later. 
h.  Treating common errors at the end of the class. 
i.  Limiting correction to certain types of error. 
j.  Ignoring the error. 
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Make No Mistake! 

3) Classroom – strategies and ideas 

Immediate Postponed 

Oral a 

Written b 
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Make No Mistake! 

3) Classroom – strategies and ideas 

Immediate Postponed 

Oral a, d, e, i, j  

Written b 
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Make No Mistake! 

3) Classroom – strategies and ideas 

Immediate Postponed 

Oral a, d, e, i, j  f, g, h, i, j 

Written b 
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Make No Mistake! 

3) Classroom – strategies and ideas 

Immediate Postponed 

Oral a, d, e, i, j  f, g, h, i, j 

Written b, c, d, g, i, j 
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Make No Mistake! 

3) Classroom – strategies and ideas 

1.  Laugh 

2.  Have it Back! 

3.  Peer correction 

4.  An error auction 

5.  Error evaluation 

6.  Common error tables 

7.  The ‘lista de horrores’ 

8.   Flavour of the month 
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Make No Mistake! 

3) Classroom – strategies and ideas 

on the bus stop 

on the faculty 

the most beautiful 
girl on the world 

1. Laugh! 
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Make No Mistake! 

3) Classroom – strategies and ideas 

1.  A mistake I’m always making and it really irritates me! 

2.  A mistake I made this time that I thought I’d stopped 
making. 

3.  A mistake that is new but I know how to correct it. 

4.  A mistake that is new but I don’t know how to correct it. 

5.  A mistake I actually quite like. In fact, they should 
change English in order to allow what I’ve got. 
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Make No Mistake! 

3) Classroom – strategies and ideas 

El material que utilizo en este proceso es un 
diccionario, una gramática y la lista de horrores, 
que no es otra cosa que la hoja en la que apunto 
todos los fallos con los que te hechas las manos a la 
cabeza, sin abusar para no desmoralizarte.  
 
Fue una idea estupenda de Robin, porque puedo 
asegurar que todo lo que aparece en esa lista se 
me olvidará jamás. 



IN-22S Final digital project 

u  Two topics from course workshops 

u  Summary of underlying theory 

u  Exemplification of theory 

u  Classroom application / activities 

u  Digital format 

u  Email to Trinity before July 23rd 
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Send to 
laura.bautista@trinitycollege.eu 
 
with copy to 
robin@englishglobalcom.com 
 
www.englishglobalcom.com 
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A tutorial to help you upload media is 
available at  
http://ayuda.educa.madrid.org/index.php/
Mediateca.  
 
Remember to choose the options PUBLIC 
VISIBILITY (everybody can see your work), 
LICENSE BY-NC-SA (see below) and 
provide a TITLE (to identify your work).  
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