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1. What is ELF? 

… concluded that there was no evidence of a 
breakdown in the functioning of English as an 
international lingua franca but that, interestingly… 
 
… native speakers (from Britain and the US) were not 
found to be the most easily understood … 
 
… nor were they, as subjects, found to be the best 
able to understand the different varieties of English.	


 

Smith et al. 1992 



1. What is ELF? 

In organisations where English has become the 
corporate language, meetings sometimes go 
smoothly when no native speakers are present. 
 

 This is not just because non-native speakers 
are intimidated by the presence of a native speaker. 
Increasingly, the problem may be that few native 
speakers belong to the community of practice which 
is developing amongst lingua franca users.	


 

Graddol, 2006 

English as a lingua franca: 
implications for the classroom. 
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1. What is ELF? 

Implication 1 

Different roles  
mean different goals 



2. ELF and grammar 

VOICE (Seidlhofer 2004) 
    He look very sad 

 … a person which … 

    I look forward to see you tomorrow 

    Our countries have signed agreement about this 



2. ELF and grammar 

Seidlhofer 2004 

    dropping third person present tense ‘s’ 

    confusing the relative pronouns ‘who’ and ‘which’ 

    using just the verb stem instead of the gerund 

    non-standard use of ‘the’, ‘a’ & ‘an’ 

    using ‘isn’t it?’ as a universal tag 



2. ELF and grammar 

Barbara Seidlhofer 

 

  a computer-readable corpus of 
NNS spoken English  

  academic, business & leisure  

  to find out how successful NNSs 
use the language.  



2. ELF and grammar English as a lingua franca: 
implications for the classroom. 

VOICE Corpus 2009 



Implication 2 

Language users decide 
how language is used 

2. ELF and grammar 



3. ELF and vocabulary 

  Let’s run it up the flagpole… 

  The boss threw a googly at us .... 

  … as a result of this bus catching on fire. 

  We were looking for a design that was edgy. 

  May I forguest. Please reftain no check good. 

  Please do not plug out. 

  A large luggage? You need a large car. 



3. ELF and vocabulary 

  Let’s run it up the flagpole… 

  The boss threw a googly at us …. 

 

  Let’s test it / Let’s give it a try… 

  The boss made a surprise move ... 



3. ELF and vocabulary 



3. ELF and vocabulary 



3. ELF and vocabulary 

  … killed as a result of this bus catching on fire. 

  We were looking for a design that was edgy. 

 NS performance mistakes 

 NS creativity 



3. ELF and vocabulary English as a lingua franca: 
implications for the classroom. 



3. ELF and vocabulary 



3. ELF and vocabulary 



3. ELF and vocabulary 

  Please do not plug out. 

  A large luggage? 
You need a large 
car. 

… the deregionalization  
    of Europe … 



3. ELF and vocabulary English as a lingua franca: 
implications for the classroom. 

Taboo: negotiation of meaning 



Implication 3 

Learners need to be 
helped to use words 
to make meanings 

3. ELF and vocabulary 



4. ELF and pronunciation 

Jenkins, 2000 



4. ELF and pronunciation 

Jennifer Jenkins 

Pronunciation 
 

Vocabulary 
 Grammar  

 3% 68% 25% 



4. ELF and pronunciation 

 Consonant inventory 
  copy / coffee     
  vowel / bowel 
  but not /ɵ, ð/ (think; then) 
 

 Phonetic realisations 
  aspiration of p, t, k 
  fortis clipping 

English as a lingua franca: 
implications for the classroom. 



4. ELF and pronunciation 

 Consonant clusters 
  sitone (stone)  √    
  poduk (product)  X 
 
  I live in eSpain  √ 
  I live in pain / insane  X 
 
  friendship ? √ 
  the fax (facts) about ELF  √ 



4. ELF and pronunciation 

 Vowels – quantity not quality 

•  live / leave  
       
•  peace / peas 
•  back / bag 

English as a lingua franca: 
implications for the classroom. 



4. ELF and pronunciation 

Nuclear stress placement 
•  I love speaking English 
•  Pass me the blue [von] 



EFL = 37 items 
 
ELF = 16 items 

EFL goal ⇒ L1 = obstacle 
ELF goal ⇒ L1 = resource  



Implication 4 

The role of pronunciation  
is to produce intelligibility 

4. ELF and pronunciation 



5. ELF and instructors 

… we read last week about Korean 
public schools phasing-out native 
speaker English teachers… 



         competence                       pedagogy 

5. ELF and instructors 



Seidlhofer   

5. ELF and instructors 

There has often been the danger of an 
automatic extrapolation from competent 
speaker to competent teacher based on 
linguistic grounds alone.  

 

English as a lingua franca: 
implications for the classroom. 



 Smith et al. 

5. ELF and instructors 

NNS English teachers have strengths  
that NS teachers do not possess.  

 
They are more familiar with the difficulties  

of learning English than their NS counterparts  
because they have had direct experience  

in acquiring the target language. 



Graddol      

5. ELF and instructors 

Native speakers were regarded as the Gold Standard… 
 

In the new rapidly emerging climate,  
native speakers may increasingly be identified  

as part of the problem rather than a source of solution 



… [who] has the special skills required to 
negotiate understanding with another 

non-native speaker 

Graddol 
 

5. ELF instructors 

The target model of English within an ELF framework 
is not a native speaker, but a fluent bilingual speaker… 

English as a lingua franca: 
implications for the classroom. 



Implication 5 

Only competent ELF 
users will make  

good ELF instructors  

5. ELF and instructors 
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